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September, 2018 
 

Wolf Pack Press 
Saint Anthony Park Elementary School 
2180 Knapp St, St. Paul, MN 55108 
www.spps.org/stanthony T: 651-293-8735 
Principal, Dr. Karen Duke 

 
Welcome back SAP Elementary School families! 
 
New year, new school! All the construction, classroom moves, 
packing and unpacking, along with your patience - has paid off! 
Our new SPPS home is going to serve our kids, staff, and families well 
as we move forward into 2018/2019 and beyond.  
 
SAPSA will also be along for the ride to help things go smoothly and 
assist with making our children’s' experience at SAP as enriching as 
possible. 
 
To do that, we need you! To make SAP what it is, takes a lot of help 
from all of us. As we move into the year ahead, please consider how 
you can participate and lend a hand. We will meet the first Tuesday 
of each month in the library at 6:30 p.m. to discuss fundraising, 
school events, activities and much more. Join us when you can! 
 
I look forward to seeing you around for what will surely be a great 
year! 
 
Andy McNattin 
SAPSA President  
 

 

Greetings from the WPP! 

The Wolf Pack Press, lovingly referred to as the WPP, is the Saint Anthony 
Park school newsletter.  It will be delivered to the oldest child in your family 
attending SAP once a month.  Any contributions you would like to have 
included should be submitted to Emma Connolly or Bee Peterson, (SAPSA 
chair contact info to follow in this issue).  This paper is a labor of love meant 
to inform families of school events happening as well as to showcase the 
tremendous talent our school is so full of.  We are looking forward to an 
amazing year! A few things to expect to find in every WPP are a letter from 
Dr. Duke, our principal, and Andy McNattin, our SAPSA president.  There   

 

 

Upcoming Events 

September 4 

School begins (grades 1-5) 

September 6 

Kindergarten starts 

September 20 

Neighborhood open house 

October 12 

Fall Festival and Silent Auction 

October 18-October 19 

No school, MEA 

October 25 

Clubs Choice pep rally 

October 26 

No school 

November 16 

No school 

November 22- November 23 

No school, Thanksgiving 

December 6 

Clubs choice delivery 

December 20 

Kindergarten music concert 
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will also be a list of upcoming programs and events.  We will also include 
an update on our fundraising efforts (check the thermometer) and we will 
get to know one of our SAP teachers better each month too!  There are 
lots of dates and events coming up in the following pages, get out your 
calendars! 
 
Bridget (Bee) Peterson and Emma Connolly 
SAPSA Communication chairs 
 

What is SAPSA? 

SAPSA: What is it and how can you get involved? SAPSA stands for Saint 
Anthony Park School Association. It is a non-profit run by (mostly) parent 
volunteers. The goal of SAPSA is to raise money to help fund extra 
programming for our children at Saint Anthony Park. Our goal is to raise 
upwards of $70,000 per year, we do this by holding various fundraisers 
throughout the year. The money raised goes directly to great programming 
like the artist in residence program, funding for field trips, sending the 5th 
graders to Wolf Ridge and school improvements not afforded in the SPPS 
budget. It may seem like we hold a lot of fundraisers, but there is a reason! 
Every penny helps give our children the amazing experiences they deserve 
to have at school! WE WOULD LOVE TO HAVE YOU JOIN SAPSA! It is a great 
way to get to know your school community as well as help raise these 
important funds! SAPSA holds meetings every second Tuesday of the 
month (9/11, 10/9, 11/13, 1/8, 2/12, 3/12, 4/9 and 5/14) from 6:30-8:00 pm 
at the school. Please join us!  Our treasurer position is currently available, if 
you are interested please contact Andy McNattin, andrew@homemastersllc.com 

           

Stay Connected 

Keep connected with our school! Like our Facebook page (St. 
Anthony Park School Association-SAPSA) and follow our Instagram 
page (saintanthonyparkelementary) to hear about important 
information and see what’s going on! # your own photos that you 
take with #sapelementary! Find important information about the 
school at the website https://www.spps.org/stanthony.  Follow us on 
Twitter @stanthony_spps. 

 

Silent Auction is coming up! 

We are having an online silent auction at the Fall Festival this year! Do you 
have something to donate? Do you have a craft that you could share with 
the community? Are you a great host? Do you know how to cook an 
authentic ethnic meal? Would you consider donating a party (Great 
Gathering) to our silent auction? It’s a great way to get involved, get to 

December 21- January 2 

Winter break 

January 21 

No school, MLK Day 

January 21 

No school 

February 1 

Vision screening (grades k,1,3,5) 

February 1-11 

Read-a-thon fundraiser 

February 18 

No school, President’s Day 

March 1 

No school 

March 22 

No school 

April 1-April 4 

No school, Spring Break 

April 19 

No school 

May 3 

Spring Carnival 

May 10 

Talent Show 

May 8-10 

Plant Sale 

June 3-June 7 

  5th grade trip to Wolf Ridge 

  June 7 

  Last day of school! 
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know your community and help raise money for our school! More 
information and ways to contribute coming your way in the next 
month. 

 

  Kid’s spot!  

 

   

Langford Park Rec Center News 

*Basketball and hockey sign ups start 
September 1st. 

*We have ‘No School Day’ programming 
scheduled. 

*Parents Night Out dates are scheduled. 

Please check out our Facebook page, or 
head to st.paul.gov/langfordrec for dates 
times and upcoming events! 

-Courtney Moriarty  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

2018-2019 SAPSA BOARD 

 
President- Andy McNattin 
andrew@homemastersllc.com 
 
Vice President- Lauren Renner 
lauren.ginger@gmail.com 
 
Treasurer- open (Do you love numbers 
AND our school?)  Join us!!! 
andrew@homemastersllc.com 
 
Communications- Emma Connolly and 
Bee Peterson 
emmatconnolly@gmail.com 
beepeterson@gmail.com 
 
Secretary-Stephanie Snyder 
Snyder01@yahoo.com 
 
Volunteer Coordinater- Julie Salter 
irishgirljulie@gmail.com 
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 SPOTLIGHT ON Ms. Hausman! 

*Every month we put the spotlight on a different SAP teacher* 

Ms. Hausman is a 4th grade teacher at SAP! 

What was your favorite summer activity or outing? 

My favorite summer activity was visiting The Legacy Museum and The National Peace and Justice Memorial 
in Montgomery, Alabama with my family. It was a sobering experience that gave me a chance to reflect on 
our history and my own misunderstandings about the treatment of people in our country. This quote from 
MLK captures the feeling I had following this experience: "I have decided to stick with love. Hate is too great 
a burden to bear." 

What was your favorite summer meal? 

My favorite summer meal is BLT's with tomatoes from my garden.   

What is your favorite part of back to school? 

I love the newness of beginning each year; new classroom materials, decorations, themes and ideas. I enjoy 
getting together with my team and planning, reconnecting and laughing together. I love seeing the 
excitement and nervous energy of the kids as they stop in to visit and drop off their materials. I look forward to 
creating new relationships with my new 4th graders. While it's sad to see summer go I do like getting back on 
a schedule:)  

What words of wisdom do you have for the children entering SAP for the 2018-2019 school year? 

My words of wisdom come from last year's wise 4th graders who chose these words to live by: "Hard work 
beats talent when talent doesn't work hard", "When you have the chance to be right or be kind, choose kind", 
"Your deeds are your monuments" I think these three phrases address the most important parts of school. 
Come prepared and work hard every day, effort is more important than achievement! Be kind even when it's 
really difficult and you are frustrated with a situation. And think about your daily behaviors as a monument to 
how you want the world to see you.  
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   Fall Festival 

Fall Festival and Silent Auction will be held at St. Anthony Park 
Elementary School on October 12, 2018, from 5:30– 8 pm.  Join us 
for the annual Fall Festival! This is a community event and one of 
the biggest fundraisers for St. Anthony Park Elementary. 

This year’s event will include: 

● The Pumpkin Run (the run will take place at 5 pm. Starting with 
the K-2nd heat first then the 3rd-5th grade heat to follow 
immediately)  

● Arts and Crafts 

● Games  

● Scholastic Book Fair 

● Haunted house  

● Climbing wall  

● Bounce house  

● DJ  

● Bake sale  

● Food trucks and pizza  

● and so much more!  

This year, the haunted house will feature a “little scare” from 5:30 
to 6:30 pm and a “big scare” from 6:30 to 8 pm. Langford Rec 
Center will host a community bonfire following the festival, from 8 
to 9 pm with s’mores and music. Avoid the rush at the festival and 
pre-purchase tickets! Tickets will be available for purchase with 
cash or check each morning before school October 11 – 12. 
Silent auction offerings will be available both online and in person 
during the festival. Go to 
www.32auctions.com/SAPSASilentAuction2018 to learn more! 
Volunteers make the festival a success each year. If you’re 
interested in helping, please email Julie Salter at 
jsaltertrainer@gmail.com. 
 

     What is Site Council? 

Site Council is a group of parents, staff 
and community members. Its mission is 
to offer an opportunity to enhance 
education for all children at St. 
Anthony Park Elementary (SAP) by 
strengthening our sense of 
community.  We are a listening and 
discussion board that shares input and 
participates in decision-making for SAP 
that is not focused on fundraising. 
Overall, we strive to raise awareness of 
key information related to SAP and 
increase involvement of all families, 
staff and community members in 
activities, discussion and support. 
Our monthly discussions and 
responsibilities include: 

 Communication and how to best 
share important information 

 Inclusiveness of all families 

 SAP's school budget, student 
enrollment and staffing 

 Results of the school survey and 
opportunities for improvement 

 Progress with the facilities master 
plan and school construction plans 

 Representation of SAP at the SPPS 
Parent Information Fair every year 
in January 

 Host community gatherings for the 
school and neighboring 
community on pertinent topics (i.e. 
school budget, 
remodeling/expansion project) 

Site Council members serve as a 
sounding board for Dr Duke as well as 
a resource for other members of the 
school community.  Are you looking 
for more in-depth information or to 
address an issue of interest? Please 
feel free to approach us for 
information, ask questions or attend a 
meeting to raise a concern. 

 

If you are interested in joining the Site 
Council, please contact Annie 
Hanson 
at anniemhanson@gmail.com.  
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Principal’s Page 

Dear St. Anthony Park Families: 

Welcome to the 2018-2019 school year at St. Anthony Park!  I am excited to see all of you at school 
very soon!  If you are new to St. Anthony Park School, I’d like to welcome you especially.  This is a 
vibrant community of learners and families, and it will be made richer because you are here.  We 
look forward to getting to know you.   

One of the things that makes our school great is SAPSA – the St. Anthony Park School Association.  
SAPSA is a group of many dedicated parents, who give time and talents to raise funds and plan 
events for our schools.  SAPSA makes possible field trips, special projects, artists in residence, tutoring, 
and many more special aspects of St. Anthony Park.  Look for more information in this newsletter 
about how you can stay informed and get involved! 

If you’ve driven by school lately, you know that construction is still ongoing.  This month there have 
been over 100 workers each day making sure that the building will be ready.  It is going to be 
beautiful.  Just imagine: three huge windows bringing natural light into the cafeteria.  Yay!  The 
project continues to be on schedule, but we will not be having an August open house again this 
year because of the construction.  Students should bring school supplies with them the first day of 
school.  I know families are eager to see the building, though, so we will be having a ribbon-cutting 
and open house later in September for the whole community.  

You may have already received calls, texts or emails from St. Paul Public Schools about iUpdate, the 
online records system for our district.  If you haven’t already, please take a moment to go online 
and make sure we have your correct address, phone numbers and email.  You will also indicate 
media permission (whether students can be photographed) and field trip permission for the year.  
The website is: www.spps.org/onestop. If you don’t have your username and password, you can call 
the iUpdate Support Line at 651-744-5145, or call the school office at 651-293-8735. 

This is going to be a great year in our shiny, new building.  I can’t wait to see you soon.  If you have 
questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to call the school office at 651-293-8735. 

Sincerely, 

Karen Duke, Principal 

 

P.S. Jane Novak, our clerk, and I are located temporarily at another school site.  We’ll be moving in 
on August 27 with the rest of the staff.  If you need anything, give us a call or email.  
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SAP 2018-2019 SCHOOL VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES  

The school needs your help to continue making it the welcoming, engaging, and 
supportive environment it is!  

Below is a list of school activities/events* that are valuable to our students and need your 
volunteer time to ensure their continued success.  

Please indicate whether you can volunteer and, if so, check all of the volunteer activities 
below that interest you.  They are listed by time commitment (one day, one week, multiple 
week, and ongoing).  The school recognizes that not everyone can volunteer.  If not, 
please indicate that as well.  

Once this form is completed, return it to your child’s teacher or the school office by 
Friday, September 14, 2018.  

 

* A note about the SAPSA events listed below  

Many of the school events listed below are part of the Saint Anthony Park School 
Association’s (SAPSA) purpose which is to support, encourage and enhance the learning at 
Saint Anthony Park Elementary School by providing volunteers and funding for enrichment 
activities (i.e., the fundraising events as well as classroom field trips and artists-in-residence 
programs).  

SAPSA is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization for parents and teachers.  All SAP 
parents/guardians, teachers/ staff are welcome to attend SAPSA’s once-a-month 
weeknight meeting at the school.  In past years, this has been the second Tuesday of the 
month from 6:00 pm – 7:00 pm.  If you can’t attend, check out SAPSA’s homepage for 
meeting minutes at https://www.spps.org/Page/411  

 

  

 YES, I’d like to volunteer for the school  

Parent/Guardian Name(s) and Email(s):  

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Child(ren) name(s) & grade(s):  
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________________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________________  

 No, unfortunately, I’m unable to volunteer at this time  

Questions about volunteering?  Please contact Julie Salter at jsaltertrainer@gmail.com.    

THANK YOU in advance for making Saint Anthony Park elementary school such a great school for our 
kids!  

Please check all of the volunteer activities below that interest you.  

 

  

One-Day School Events  

 School Picnic(s) – Sep and/or May  

Sell meal tickets and/or serve food before or after you have a picnic lunch with your child(ren).  
Volunteers eat free!  

 Fall Festival – Friday, October 12, 2018 (SAPSA sponsored)  

This is the school’s biggest fundraiser/community event.  Volunteers help with a variety of tasks from 
set-up, ticket booth, bake sale, silent auction, festival activities (i.e., cake walk, face-painting), and 
clean-up.  

 Spring Carnival – early May 2019  

This is the school’s second largest community/fundraiser event.  Volunteers help with similar tasks to 
the Fall Festival except the activities consist of fun kid-friendly carnival games (ring toss, fish tank, 
etc.).  

 School Book Fair - early May 2019  

This fundraiser promotes reading.  Sales take place in the school library during the Spring Carnival.  
Volunteers help arrange and sell books.  

 Kindergarten Meet & Greet – a weeknight in May  

Do you want to share your love of SAP?  Parents, guardians, and older students are needed to greet 
incoming families on this special night (5:30-7pm).  Older SAP students stay with the incoming 
kindergartners to play and explore the classrooms while their parents learn more about the school.  
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 Talent Show – mid-May  

Do you have stage experience?  Our school is loaded with stars and we need help making them 
shine! Help with auditions, easing stage fright, scene changes, time-management, back-stage 
behavior, set-up/clean-up, etc.  This event typically takes place on a Friday in May.  Volunteers may 
be needed the week prior as well as the night of.  

 Track and Field Days – late May/early June (depending on weather)  

Do you love sports?  Oversee a variety of fun student games and activities in the park with the 
guidance of our Phy. Ed. teacher, Ms. Karen Paulsen.  Field Day ends with a tug-of-war between 
classrooms, teachers, and volunteers.  

  

Week-Long School events  

 Read-a-thon – late Jan/early Feb  

This school fundraiser promotes reading!  Students read a certain number of minutes per day.  
Classrooms receive prizes for the most minutes.  Volunteers assist with distributing tickets, tallying 
minutes, etc.  

 Plant Sale – early/mid-May  

This school fundraiser sells plants to parents and the SAP community.  Help bring beauty to our 
community!   

Assist with set-up, selling plants, maintaining plants during the event, and clean-up.    

Multiple-Week School Events  

 Clubs Choice - late-Sep-Nov  

This is a new fundraiser for the school.  Kids sell different items each year and earn prizes.  Volunteers 
help with tallying sales, collecting orders/money, distributing prizes, etc.  

 Art Adventure – 2-hr training at MIA in Jan; classroom teaching in Feb  

Are you an art lover?  Let a docent from the Minneapolis Institute of Arts (MIA) teach you about 
specific art pieces around a specific theme.  Then take that knowledge and share it with the child’s 
classroom!  The children gain valuable critical thinking skills and learn about culture and history.  

 Literary Journal  

Work with SAP parent extraordinaire, Dan Clark, to organize and assemble submissions to our annual 
compilation of student works. We need 1-2 people per grade level who like to type.  
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On-Going School Opportunities (these are needed throughout the year)  

 SAPSA Grants  

Do you have grant-writing experience?  As enrollment increases at SAP Elementary, it is more 
important than ever to seek out and apply for new sources of funding for our teachers and students!  
Assist a motivated group of SAPSA parents map out and write/apply for grants with a fundraising 
purpose.  

 Point Person for your child’s classroom  

Would you like to help with improving school-wide communication?  Facilitate communication and 
engagement by notifying parents/guardians and your classroom teacher of SAPSA news.  Also assist 
SAPSA with identifying volunteers from your classroom for SAPSA-sponsored events.  

 On-Call Volunteer  

Are you interested in getting involved in the school but not sure how?  Add your name to an “on-
call” volunteer list!  If we find we’re short-handed for an activity or event, we’ll go to our On-Call list 
and check with you to see if you can help with an activity or event.  An excellent way to get to 
know SAP parents/teachers and learn about the school without making a commitment.  

 Nurse  

Help our nurse keep clothes in-stock for sick children from current and in-coming donations.  

 Library  

Help our students and teachers find books for their literacy projects by shelving our school’s library 
books and doing other librarian duties, as needed.  

 Staff/Teacher Hospitality  

Take care of our most important resources, our staff and teachers!  Volunteers providing 
meals/snacks/drinks or donate items for teacher(s)/staff during internal meetings, conferences, etc.  

    

 

On-Going School Opportunities (these are needed throughout the year)  

 School Yearbook  

Are you interested in photography?  Contribute photos of school events, field trips, classroom 
activities/events, and school programs by grade throughout the year.  Volunteers will be asked to 
follow the SPPS and school media policies.  
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 School Directory  

Help compile the names, addresses, and phone numbers to create our school directory.  

 Circle Garden – typically Sept, Oct, and Nov only  

Do you have a green thumb?  Help plant/transplant and maintain the garden in front of our school.  

 Kindness At SAP   

Work with students, teachers and parents to find creative ways to show acts of kindness throughout 
the year.  

 Classroom Activities/Events  

Each teacher has their own classroom events throughout the year that require volunteers.  The 
teachers will notify you of these volunteer needs as they arise.  Please indicate if you prefer to do 
this type of volunteering.  

  

 

Thank you!  Your volunteer interests will be noted and you will receive further communications on 

each event when they occur.  

 

 

 


